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The International Journal of Community Currency Research keeps adapting to a rapidly growing field in which prac-

titioners, policy makers and academics share spaces and exchange ideas. This Summer Issue of Volume 21 intro-

duces a new section called Ideas for Debate. The new section was created to discuss projects and innovative initia-

tives from our researchers in the field. These are not academic articles in the strictest sense but well-educated pro-

posals and opinions informed by theory and previous research. They aim at inviting comments and stimulating 

debate. Their appeal lies in the novelty of the proposals and their social relevance, a concept that is increasingly 

becoming a catch-word in academic circles.  

The sharing of spaces in equal footing among practitioners, scholars, activists and policy makers constitutes the 

DNA of this journal and its mother organisation, the Research Association on Monetary Innovation and Comple-

mentary and Community Currency Systems (RAMICS.org), so being socially relevant is “old news” for us. IJCCR has 

been publishing socially relevant and empirically grounded research since it was founded over 20 years ago by 

Colin C. Williams and later Gill Seyfang. The 4th meeting in Barcelona in May, 2017 was further proof that the Com-

munity and Complementary Currency research networks engage participants from various walks of life.  

This summer issue also brings less good news. Due mainly to budgetary reasons, we were unable to do the English 

proof reading of our articles by native speakers. Instead, we had to trust proof-reading to software that does basic 

grammar and spelling corrections. We are aware that it is a poor replacement for the human beings that do this 

work, but it is the second best option we will have to live with. We had to resign language elegance and can only 

guarantee that the level of English is sufficiently readable and conducive to the exchange of knowledge across read-

ers with different mother tongues.  

We wish to announce that the next issue of the IJCCR (Winter 2018) will be edited by Ariádne Scalfoni, organiser of 

the 3rd International Conference on Social currencies in social and solidarity economies: innovations in alternative 

development in Salvador de Bahia, Brazil. The special issue will compile a selection of papers presented at the event.   
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